A new technique, using garden snail's mucus, was employed for handling nematode eggs. Fertilization preceded the second maturation division. After fusion of the male and female pronuclei the zygote divided into two 1/2-blastomeres of unequal size. A coeloblastula was formed. Invagination of endoderm and stomodaeum occurred on the ventral side -the blastopore. Mesoderm and a single germ cell went in next. A notch on the ventral side divided the embryo into two lobes. Elongation of these with rearrangement and differentiation of cells formed the coiled first-stage larva. Four moults occurred after hatching. The duration of each larval stage varied, that of the third-stage being the shortest. Post-embryonic increments of body dimensions, changes in ratios a, b and c, and growth curves were determined. The embryonic and post-embryonic development was discussed.
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Goette (1882) first described the embryology of Rhabditi.r using R. nigroveno.ra (now Rhabdias bufonis). Ziegler (1895) also studied the early embryonic stages. Neuhaus (1903) traced the development and fate of the three germ layers. However, knowledge of the early embryology of Rhabditi.r is incomplete.
Maupas (1899) studied moulting and post-embryonic growth of larvae of Rhabditi.r (CboriorbabditiJ) caussaneli and Rhabditi.r ( Chov?iorhabditi.r ) pellio. I studied embryonic and post-embryonic development of Rhabditi.r teres (A.
Schneider) = Pelodera teres A. Schneider, 1866.
MATERIALS AND METHODS
Rhabditis teres from Bristol, England, was cultured on agar plates with snail or earthworm broth in diffuse light at room temperatures varying from 1 3° C in winter to 250 C in summer.
Fertilized eggs in different stages of development were placed in a drop of water on a slide and mixed with fresh snail's (Helix aspersa) mucus. The mucus with the eggs was fixed in Petrunkewitch, dehydrated and embedded in ester wax (Steedman, 1947) .
Sections were stained in Mayer's haemalum and counterstained in Mayer's carmalum. Counterstaining was necessary to show the boundaries between blastomeres, which were more conspicuous in Euparal Vert than in ordinary Euparal.
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The culture medium used for post-embryonic development was eartnworm-brothagar (Stephenson, 1942) . Individual larvae were reared in cavity slides housed in a moist chamber.
EMBRYONIC DEVELOPMENT
Copulation and fertilization A quiescent male became restless when a female was introduced. The bursa was moved along the female cuticular surface and the spicules periodically extended. As soon as the spicules were inserted into the vagina, the spermatozoa were transferred into the female. Copulation lasted from a few minutes to a few hours. The spicules were sometimes left behind, usually in unsuccessful attempts at copulation when the spicules stuck into the female cuticle. Sometimes males attempted to copulate with another male, inserting their spicules into the cuticle and shedding their spermatozoa.
In a well-fed female the ova in each ovary developed in batches. The first polar body was rarely seen. Just before fertilization, the ovum was oval, 35 > by 60 tt with a nucleus 14 ft by 21 tt. One pole had coarser cytoplasmic inclusions. Ova remained in the uterus for varying periods. Unfertilized ova disintegrated after a week, but some were occasionally extruded to disintegrate outside the body. No unfertilized ovum had a shell.
The spermatozoon was spherical or slightly oval 10 fL in diameter, nucleus 2 tt diam. Near the periphery are a pair of lightly stained areas with darkly stained cores, lying side by side (Fig. 1) . During copulation spermatozoa were deposited in one mass in the uterine cavity at the junction of the two uteri. This soon separated into two groups which moved towards the ovarian ends of each uterus and were separated from the developing germ cells by a slight constriction of the uterine wall. Closely packed spermatozoa appeared as irregular polygons, squeezed together by contractions of the uterine wall. They remained viable for a long time and fertilized the mature ova anywhere in the uterus as they passed down.
Well-fed virgin females became distended with mature ova which remained fertile after 3 days in the uterus. Many embryos in the same stage of development could be obtained from such females. Surplus spermatozoa soon occupied the ovarian end of the uterus. Large numbers of ova at the vulvar end of the uterus was no impediment to the passage of spermatozoa. This supports Schneider's (1866) claim that spermatozoa move up the uteri by amoeboid movement.
After entry of the spermatozoon, the ovum formed a shell and underwent the second maturation division. The second polar body was extruded at the pole with coarser granules. The female pronucleus thus formed moved towards the centre of the ovum. Meanwhile, the male pronucleus was being formed from the spermatozoon, which since its entry had remained near the periphery. The two pronuclei moved towards each other and finally fused either at the centre of the ovum or in the coarsely granular half. Immediately after fusion the ovum divided.
